
                   
 
 

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Hospice and Palliative Care 
 

Job Description 
The NewCourtland Center for Transitions and Health at the University of Pennsylvania (Penn) School of 
Nursing and the Department of Family and Community Medicine in the School of Medicine at the 
University of Missouri (MU) have an opening for a one-year postdoctoral fellowship (with potential re-
appointment for a second year) with an emphasis on hospice and palliative care research. The fellowship 
will provide a variety of research experiences relevant to healthcare and social supports provided to 
seriously ill patients and their families. Fellows will have the opportunity to become involved in ongoing 
federally-funded studies testing behavioral interventions to support family caregivers of patients with 
advanced illnesses in addition to receiving mentorship in advancing the fellow’s own complementary but 
independent line of research in preparation for future entry into an academic position. Specific duties will 
include involvement in the day-to-day operations of currently funded projects (i.e., participant recruitment, 
data collection/management, assistance in data analysis and interpretation of findings, dissemination via 
peer-reviewed publications and conference presentations as lead author and co-author) and work toward 
securing external support for new and emerging studies (i.e, reviewing scientific literature, conducting pilot 
studies, contributing to grant writing). The most successful applicants will have a demonstrated interest in 
end-of-life care, family caregiving, interdisciplinary teamwork, and/or shared decision making in addition 
to an enthusiasm for working with investigators from a diverse range of disciplines including nursing, 
medicine, health informatics, social work, rural sociology, family science, and others.  
 
Qualifications 
1. Earned research doctorate in a health or social science field or medical doctorate with substantial 
research training;  
2. Demonstrated interest in hospice and palliative care, family caregiving, interdisciplinary teamwork, 
and/or shared decision-making; 
3. Strong written and oral communication skills (demonstrated record of peer- reviewed publication 
preferred); 
4. Goal to pursue a research-oriented career within academia. 
 
The fellowship residency is based in Philadelphia on the Penn Campus-however, the fellow will work 
closely with investigators both at Penn and MU; frequent communication with investigators at MU via 
video-conferencing and at least one trip quarterly to Columbia, Missouri, are expected (travel expenses will 
be covered). 
 
Application Instructions 
Applicants should submit a letter describing their research interests and training goals, a writing sample 
(e.g., first-authored publication), a current CV, and three letters of recommendation to gdemiris@upenn.edu 
 
Application Deadline 
April 1, 2020 
 
Benefit Eligibility 
In addition to the fellowship stipend, the fellow will receive coverage for travel expenses to MU and annual 
allowances for conference travel ($2,000). A medical, vision, dental and life insurance benefits package is 
also provided.  
 
 


